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Something to celebrate!
 

Texas Ranks 1st in the Nation in GreatSchools College
Success Awards 

In 2020, Texas had 314 public schools earn a College Success Award based on their success
in preparing students for college, and ultimately, careers. The College Success Awards
recognize public high schools that stand out in getting students enrolled in - and staying
with - college. Texas also led the nation in 2019 with 229 public schools honored with this
achievement. 
 
source: https://www.greatschools.org/texas/college-success-award/  

Can't make it to the gala this year? You can
join us LIVE on Facebook! 

Don’t miss the Friends of Texas Public Schools Awards ceremony this Wednesday
about 7:00pm. Tune in as we celebrate our honorees, Brazosport ISD Superintendent
Danny Massey and the Flippen Group’s Capturing Kids' Hearts. Please tune in to the
Friends Facebook page to catch the live stream.

CORPORATE PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Imagine Learning Provides Adaptive, TEKS-aligned Literacy and Math Supplemental
Solutions for PreK-8 Students
 
Imagine Learning delivers award-winning math, language, and literacy solutions for PreK-8
students, revolutionizing the way children learn to read and do math. Students and
teachers love Imagine Learning’s literacy solutions: Imagine Language and Literacy,
Imagine Español, and Imagine Reading. Imagine Learning’s math solutions: Imagine Math
PreK-2, Imagine Math 3+, and Imagine Math Facts are equally successful in any
implementation model. Our TEKS-aligned solutions work because they are research-
based, data driven, instructionally differentiated, and incredibly fun to use.

 
Proven Results in Texas
Our partner districts in Texas have shown inspiring results from working with Imagine
Learning. Read how Midland Independent School District transformed school culture in
their multi-year journey with Imagine Learning.
 
Hear how Southwest ISD sustained year over year improvements that took them from the
bottom tier in their region in math to the top 3.
 
“I want other students in the state, in the nation, to benefit from this.”            
~Lloyd Verstuyft, Superintendent, Southwest ISD

SAFETY TIP: A proper school security plan requires

coordination and communication between law

enforcement agencies and schools. During an emergency,

how will schools contact first responders? A plan that

includes layers of communication (alert system, radio

bridge, video sharing) is often the best one. Contact

Mutualink to learn more at 866-957-5465.

CORPORATE PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Powell, Youngblood & Taylor, LLP represents public school districts and special districts
across Texas, serving as both general and special counsel. We are dedicated to an
uncompromising commitment to excellence and client service. With offices in six cities
across Texas—Austin, Houston, Dallas, Waco, Tyler and Corpus Christi—Powell, Youngblood
& Taylor attorneys live by the philosophy that public school officials deserve immediate
access to their legal counsel. That is why our clients enjoy 24-hour access to their
attorneys. We want our clients to feel comfortable contacting us at any hour in the event
an important legal issue arises. Every member of our firm is accessible during business
hours by toll-free telephone (800-494-1971). Each attorney has a cellular telephone and
personal e-mail address available to clients and, when necessary, can usually be present
in a school district’s central administrative office or specific campus within a few hours.
 
To keep our clients informed, our firm maintains a website, www.pyt-law.com, and two
social media channels, Facebook and Twitter, to provide numerous useful education-
related links. Additionally, Powell, Youngblood & Taylor publishes our weekly email
newsletter Ed Clips! and Client Alerts when necessary in an ongoing effort to keep clients
informed of legal issues that could impact their business and risk management planning. 

Dear Friends -
 
With Thanksgiving just around the corner, now is a
great time to stop and count our blessings. Our state is
blessed by the committed superintendents and trustees
who lead its public schools. Blessed by the teachers who
love, educate and encourage Texas schoolchildren, both
in-person and online. Blessed by the communities who
support education for all Texans. We are blessed to have
so many Friends who share our passion. 
 
I am thankful for the opportunity to work alongside each
of you to help shape the future of our great state. In the
worlds of Ralph Waldo Emerson, “I awoke this morning
with devout thanksgiving for my friends, the old and the
new.” 
 
Thank YOU for being Friends of Texas public schools!
 
Jennifer L. Storm
Executive Director

Share your News with Friends

Share the "great things" happening in

your district or on your campus by

tagging @FriendsTX on Facebook or

email your story to Friends@fotps.org  
 

We woud love to feature your story on

our social media!
 

Become a Network Member

DK Roofing provides our clients a full-service roof offering.

Since 1991, we have worked with Texas public schools to

provide service, maintenance, restoration and re-roof

options, as well assistance in navigating insurance claims

and board approvals. Our CenterPoint software provides

instant service dispatch and access to all findings. 866-

DRY-IT-IN

Become a Corporate Partner

About Friends: 

We are a bit of a different type of organization…one that doesn’t invest energy in education

reform, but rather in celebrating what’s right with our schools. We are an apolitical

organization focused on educating all Texans about the virtues and achievements of our

Texas Public Schools. 
 

Contrary to popular opinion and the day’s headlines, our public schools are performing

remarkably well. The widespread failures so often debated are nothing more than myths.

Sure, there are isolated cases of failures across the country, but our schools are achieving

more today than ever before and America’s schools are superior to any other nation in the

world. All of those international comparisons are based on suspect data and, in our opinion,

are grossly flawed.
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