
Leigh Anne Pearson <lpearson@fotps.org>

Texas Graduation Rates on the Rise!

Leigh Anne Pearson <lpearson@fotps.org> Thu, Jan 28, 2021 at 7:48 PM
To: Leigh Anne Pearson <lpearson@fotps.org>

September 2020 e-Newsletter

Something to celebrate!
Texas High School Graduation Rates Increasing in

National Rankings 

Texas ranks in the top 5 nationally for high school graduation rates. Over the past decade,
the rate of high school students who attain their diplomas within four years has been on
the rise. The percentage of four-year graduates in 2010 sat at a respectable 84.3%. The
data shows that Texas schools have been successful in the crusade to provide students
with quality education, considering the fact that graduation percentages have held steady
at 90% over the past two school years (2018 and 2019). 
 
In a 2018 interview, Governor Abbott boasted of the state's progress in the education
system. In fact, our 90% graduation rate is well above the national average of 84.1
percent. With the numbers continuing to trend in the right direction, parents can remain
confident that Texas educators are dedicated to providing a high standard of education to
our students.
 
Sources:

https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/acctres/completion/2010/state.html

https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/acctres/completion/2019/state.html

https://www.expressnews.com/news/local/article/Governor-s-claim-that-Texas-ranks-high-in-high-12761527.php

Announcing the Texas Public
Schools 2020 Friend of the
Year Honorees!

The Friend of the Year Gala is slated to
be held on Wednesday, November 18,
2020 (with a back up date of April 14,
2021) at the Baylor Club in Waco. 
 
The 2020 Friend of the Year
Award honoree is Capturing Kids Hearts
powered by Flippen Group.
 
The 2020 Ambassador of the Year
Award honoree is: Danny Massey,
Superintendent, Brazosport ISD.
 
For more information about the awards
visit www.fotsp.org/gala

Dear Friends -
 
By now almost all Texas school districts are off and running in what is, by all
accounts, the most unusual back to school ever. In the midst of
unprecedented challenges, this has remained unchanged: Texas teachers have proven
themselves adaptable, creative, and committed to doing whatever it takes to serve their
students. Superintendents and administrative teams are working tirelessly to plan,
innovate and prepare for the new school year.
 
We are proud Texans for many reasons. Although COVID-19 has altered our day-to-day life
at this time, it has also reminded us of what matters most - the nearly 5.5 million school
children who rely upon Texas public schools! 
 

Thank you for all that you do for Texas public schools!
 

Jennifer L. Storm

Executive Director

#TeachersCan World Teachers’
Day in October

October 5, 2020 is World Teachers’
Day! #TeachersCan is gearing up for
another significant promotional push in
conjunction with the more than 125
partnering organizations, and hopefully
school districts across the state. This
year’s World Teachers’ Day theme is
“Leading in crisis, reimagining the
future” — a pitch-perfect theme for this
time. 

 

Share your News with Friends

Share the "great things" happening in
your district or on your campus by
tagging @FriendsTX on Facebook or
email your story to Friends@fotps.org  
 
We woud love to feature your story on
our social media!

 

Become a Network Member

SAFETY TIP: A proper school security plan requires
coordination and communication between law
enforcement agencies and schools. During an emergency,
how will schools contact first responders? A plan that
includes layers of communication (alert system, radio
bridge, video sharing) is often the best one. Contact
Mutualink to learn more - 866-957-5465.

CORPORATE PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

 As an independent consulting firm, True North Consulting Group does not sell hardware
or software, allowing our interests to be more aligned in such a crowded industry of
technology, audiovisual, and security products. Dating back to 1984, we have helped
Districts develop strategies and plans, reduce capital and maintenance spending, and
increase adoption and alignment when it comes to technology. District technology teams
have their hands full with day-to-day operations. True North supplements your team with
the capacity, expertise, and a fresh perspective, allowing day-to-day operations to not be
interrupted.
With all the technology options available today, making the right choice can seem
overwhelming and even confusing! Let us help you sort through the noise before investing
in the “next big thing.”
 
Contact us today at sales@tncg.com or learn more at www.tncg.com.
 

technology assessments • security risk assessments • community internet feasibility
studies

SB820 cybersecurity compliance • bond technology and security planning
hybrid learning systems design • new facilities technology design

staffing, support resources, and budget reviews
eRate consulting

 
#ConsultingMadePersonal 

Coryell Commercial Roofing Named 1st Title Sponsor in the History of Friends of Texas
Public Schools Gala
 
Coryell Commercial Roofing works hard to help the communities where the company is
active. The latest effort is sponsoring the Friends of Texas Public Schools Gala.
 
Public schools have always been a vital thread in the fabric of the American experience
when it comes to raising our kids, and the quality of those schools is a critical factor in
how successful they are later in life. The teachers, administrators, and staff that we
entrust with that mission are well appreciated, but what they really need is support and
advocacy from those that will listen to their concerns and respond to their needs as a
priority. As a company that understands this need, Coryell Roofing and Construction, Inc.
is proud to be a financial supporter of the Friends of Texas Public Schools. When we got
the chance to be the inaugural title sponsor of the Friends of Texas Public Schools Gala,
we jumped at it.
 
The Friends of Texas Public Schools has been defending the honor of Texas public schools
since 2004. Its most recent campaign has been to point out that Texas public schools are
still the best choice even during the pandemic for students, backing this up with data.
This grand Gala is expected to be held in November 2020, with the exact date to be
announced.
 
"We are thrilled to be able to step up and show support for this phenomenal organization
during a historically challenging time for our communities," commented Theresa Coryell,
President and CFO of Coryell Commercial Roofing. "Let's all stand behind the hard work
our Texas community public schools are doing."
 
"We couldn't have been more thrilled when we were offered the chance to be the first
title sponsor of the Annual Gala, and support such a fantastic organization." Says CEO,
Chris Coryell.
 
The Friends of Texas Public Schools intends to continue educating about the successes the
public schools are achieving in 2020 and beyond, notably in light of the challenges
educators are faced with during the current pandemic. In and outside of the classroom,
educational influencers are steadfast in maintaining the safety and academic growth of
students and local communities. Stay in touch with The Friends of Texas Public Schools
official website for the latest details.
 
Coryell Commercial Roofing is the Premier Commercial Roofing Contractor serving Texas,
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Kansas. Offices are present in Texas and Oklahoma
headquarters.
 
For more information, be sure to visit https://coryellroofing.com.

Educate Texas, Getting Smart and Altitude Learning have launched the Texas Learning
Exchange, a new project to support school leaders on the path forward for the 2020-21
school year. The first resource (of many) is the School Operations Guide. This new tool
aims to align with and extend districts’ strategic plans that were created prior to the
pandemic, while also speaking to the triage maneuvers that have occurred since the
spring to better deliver teaching and learning with equity. 

DK Roofing provides our clients a full-service roof offering.
Since 1991, we have worked with Texas public schools to
provide service, maintenance, restoration and re-roof
options, as well assistance in navigating insurance claims
and board approvals. Our CenterPoint software provides
instant service dispatch and access to all findings. 866-
DRY-IT-IN

Become a Corporate Partner

About Friends: 
We are a bit of a different type of organization…one that doesn’t invest energy in
education reform, but rather in celebrating what’s right with our schools. We are an
apolitical organization focused on educating all Texans about the virtues and
achievements of our Texas Public Schools. 
 
Contrary to popular opinion and the day’s headlines, our public schools are performing
remarkably well. The widespread failures so often debated are nothing more than myths.
Sure, there are isolated cases of failures across the country, but our schools are achieving
more today than ever before and America’s schools are superior to any other nation in the
world. All of those international comparisons are based on suspect data and, in our
opinion, are grossly flawed.
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